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Description 

• This session will use social information processing (SIP) 
to help understand and explain student behavior. 
Participants will gain insight into student behavior and 
develop social skills lessons. This information is also 
useful for conducting functional behavior assessments 
(FBAs), identifying antecedents, and creating proactive 
strategies.



Topics: 
Understanding What is  “Underneath” Behavior 

Executive Function (EF)
What is Social 
Information Processing 
(SIP)?

What are “thinking” 
errors?

Social Skills 



Executive Function 
• Executive function is a set of mental 

skills that include working memory, 
flexible thinking, and self-control. 
We use these skills every day to 
learn, work, and manage daily life. 
Trouble with executive function can 
make it hard to focus, follow 
directions, and handle emotions, 
among other things.

• The three areas of executive 
function are working memory, 
flexible thinking, and inhibitory 
control.

https://www.understood.org › what-is-
executive-function

https://www.understood.org/articles/en/what-is-executive-function#:~:text=Executive%20function%20is%20a%20set,handle%20emotions%2C%20among%20other%20things.
https://www.chconline.org/resourcelibrary/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/executivefunction101ebook_344.pdf


Child Development, First published: June 1996
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8624.1996.tb01778.x

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8624.1996.tb01778.x


Figure 1.1 Social 
Information Processing 
Model as proposed by Crick 
and Dodge (1994).



Thinking Errors (Sample Lesson) 
www.brookespublishing.com/stronLEgS-SkOiNd6s:

http://www.brookespublishing.com/stronLEgS-SkOiNd6s








https://www.therapistaid.com/worksheets/cbt-thinking-errors.pdf

https://www.therapistaid.com/worksheets/cbt-thinking-errors.pdf










What can we do with this information?

• Active Listening (listen for errors)

• Debrief 

• What happened? (encoding)

• What were you thinking? What do you 
think ______ was thinking? 
(interpretation)

• What was your goal, what did you want to 
happen? (Clarification of goals)

• What did you do? What other choices did 
you have? (Response, Behavior)

• How did what you do work for you? How 
did your peers respond? (Evaluation) 



Much of what we talk about may result in Escape related 
behavior



https://strongkidsresources.com/
https://www.blueprintsprograms.org/program-search/
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